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Make Change. Win $$! 

The Sustainability Literacy Institute (SLI) is the physical, pedagogical, virtual and institutional hub for sustainability 
literacy efforts at CofC. The purpose of SLI is to foster positive social, economic and environmental change by way of a 

sustainably literate campus community.                    sustain.cofc.edu  #notjustusjustice 

Directorôs Note... 
 We have an exciting semester full of events spon-
sored by SLI and cosponsored with our colleagues 
from all across campus. So far, we have hosted the 
2nd Annual SustainFest, with awesome guest speaker 
Majora Carter, along with the first Meatless Monday 
event, featuring local community advocate Omar Mu-
hammad of LMACð held at Martyôs Place on campus 
with free desserts from Gnome Café! Look out for the 
next MM event, scheduled for Oct. 15! 
 October promises to be even more busy, with 
Changemaker Challenge workshops taking place 
throughout the semester, our new campus sustainabil-
ity App going online, and our second sustainability 
career bootcamp with the CofC Career Center (Oct. 
11). Stay tuned for regular updates at sus-
tain.cofc.edu.   
           ðSLI Director Todd LeVasseur

New Library Art Exhibit  
Inspired by The Hate U Give  

 
 In keeping with the SLIôs social 
justice and fair distribution theme 
for this academic year, the SLI art 
exhibit will feature art from SLI 
Student Expression of the Year 
winner Meghan Smith, along with 
student art inspired by the Colleg-
eReads! book The Hate U Give, 
beginning Oct. 4.  
 Visit the exhibit on the second 
floor of Addlestone Library and 
use the notecards at the exhibit to 
record your thoughts/responses to 
the art. Then drop your card into 
the box with your name and email to be entered to win SLI swag!  

Increase your chances of winning by attending  one or more   
problem-solving workshops to learn skills for tackling 21st-century  
wicked problems! 

Workshop Dates 
 
   Thursday, Oct. 4 6-7:30 pm, Maybank 105 

   Tuesday, Oct. 30 6-7:30 pm, Maybank 105 

   Thursday, Nov. 8 6-7:30 pm, Maybank 105 

   Wednesday, Oct. 17 6-7:30 pm,, SSC 201  

   Monday, Oct 22 1:45-3:30 pm, SSC 409 

   Monday, Nov. 12 1:45-3:30 pm, SSC 409 

 
Register at https://docs.google.com/
formsd/1_chlqEoeK5OVsYRWWLqDJJ7i0rYBrox56CdnVfSrEIA/edit?
usp=sharing 
 

 

More information:  
 
Sustain.cofc.edu 
 
Or contact  
 
 Dr. David Hansen   
at HansenD@cofc.edu 

By Zoe Keller (ô22) See more student 

art at sustain.cofc.edu 

http://sustain.cofc.edu/sustainability-literacy-institute/index.php
http://sustain.cofc.edu/events/index.php
http://sustain.cofc.edu/sli-scholars/index.php
http://sustain.cofc.edu/sli-ambassadors/index.php
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http://sustain.cofc.edu/resources/index.php
http://sustain.cofc.edu/changemaker-challenge1/index.php
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_chlqEoeK5OVsYRWWLqDJJ7i0rYBrox56CdnVfSrEIA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_chlqEoeK5OVsYRWWLqDJJ7i0rYBrox56CdnVfSrEIA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_chlqEoeK5OVsYRWWLqDJJ7i0rYBrox56CdnVfSrEIA/edit?usp=sharing
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     Whooo Speaks for Youuuu? 
      Courtney Hicks (ô18) 
 

 This Is Nothing New.   
 The current administration is not the first to focus on the removal 
of illegal immigrants. Although illegal immigration is a issue that 
needs to be resolved, supporters of this administration have propa-
gated a negative dialogue by painting all Mexicans as rapists, crimi-
nals, and unfit inhabitants.  
 This rhetoric creates citizens who act out on stereotypes rather 
than fact, and a scary world for us to live in.  
 However, the problem can be resolved... Read more! 

é to a sidewalk or street corner 

near you!  

Social justice and fair distribu-

tion yard signs featuring per-

spectives from your faculty in 

various disciplines across cam-

pus.   

See what your faculty members say 

about understanding social justice and 

fair distribution through their differ-

ent disciplines!  

What does social jus-

tice and fair distribu-

tion mean to you? Tell 

us on Instagram and 

Facebook:  cofcsli 

 Coming Soon... 

I applied to be a part of the Sustainability Literacy 

Scholars Program as soon as I heard about it. I had previ-

ously been looking for more ways to be involved in the col-

lege, especially in the subject of sustainability, and thought 

this was the perfect opportunity.  

I am hoping this program will allow me to expand 

my leadership skills individually, as 

well as help me promote the idea of 

sustainability to the rest of the 

school. Sustainability is something 

that cannot be achieved alone. A 

society must work as a whole and 

find solutions to become more re-

sistant to social, environmental, and 

political problems.  

By joining the scholars program, I am hoping to 

work with similarly motivated people to help the communi-

ty better understand and practice sustainability in their eve-

ryday lives. After I graduate from the College of Charles-

ton, I hope to work in the field of environ mental sustaina-

bility and I believe this program will be a great start to im-

proving my communication and leadership skills.  

Since I began working with the Sustainability Lit-

eracy Scholars Program over the past summer, I have met 

many founding members of the program as well as new 

scholars like myself. We have been teaming up to plan kick-

start events with the Sustainability Literacy Institute for 

students and create new student involvement 

opportunities related to this yearôs sustaina-

bility topic - social justice. I am enrolled in 

classes that explore this subject area and 

have already learned many new things that I 

can apply to the work I plan to do with the 

other scholars. We also promote doing vol-

unteer work locally, which I have started 

over the summer and am excited to continue 

throughout the school year. I am grateful to 

be a part of this program and help to make a positive impact 

at the College of Charleston!   

By Sophia Valiulis (ô20) 

Make a difference. Make friends. Make yourself a leader. Make your resume 
strongerðBe A Part of the Sustainability Literacy Scholars Program.  

Sustainability Literacy Scholars Program: 
Equipping CofC Students to Solve 21st-
Century Problems 
 
 The Sustainability Literacy Schol-
ars Program is now enrolling CofC 
freshman and sophomores! The 
SLSP gives students opportunities to 
work one on one with faculty or 
community mentors on sustainabil-
ity projects and become advocates 
for sustainability through education, empowerment and 
expression.  
 Through volunteering, projects, and coursework, stu-
dents will gain experience, knowledge and confidence to 
be leaders in promoting sustainability in all forms.  

What the program promises: 
Å increasing sustainability literacy through coursework, 
volunteer experiences, and leadership events 
Å engaging in real-world sustainability literacy focused 
experience  
Å cultivating leadership skills, as well as critical and crea-
tive thinking 
Å building systems thinking competencies and the un-
derstanding of how these relate to resiliency 
Å inspiring commitment and involvement in the Col-
lege of Charleston becoming a sustainability literate 
community. 
ÅCreating a portfolio of your work to show potential 
grad schools or employers. 
 
 Please check sustain.cofc.edu for full information and 
requirements. 

http://www.sustain.cofc.edu
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://sustain.cofc.edu&sa=D&ust=1538025728554000&usg=AFQjCNENH2bdP3mxy4r9E0cBzDPTG1yoMQ
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SLI Upcoming Events!  

 Bumping Travis Scott from the subs in his Audi A4, Ray 
Bans sloppily shoved on his face, and a water bottle in hand 
to chase away the hangover from the night before, Cameron 
Costlow drove up to meet me on the Pitt Street side of Ad-
dlestone Library. After parking in the lot, we headed to 
Brown Dog Deli for some grub. After we both ordered, I 
offered to buy Camôs food for him ï giving him a taste of 
his own medicine.  

 Though he maintains the look of a bedraggled and sleep-
deprived college kid, Cameron is a small-time philanthro-
pist and an unknowing social justice warrior. Since his 
freshman year in 2015, Cameron has been buying meals for 
homeless people he meets downtown. He buys them food, 
eats it with them, and has a conversation. Itôs really simple 
stuff. The strangest part, however, is that only two or three 
people even know about Camôs philanthropic tendencies. 

 ñI just donôt feel like I need to go around telling people 
what I do or what Iôve done. I donôt want people to think 
Iôm just looking for attention or praise or anything like 
that,ò he says. 

 In a world where most people would cut off their own 
pinky toe for their fifteen minutes of fame, Cam likes to 
stay out of the spotlight. When I asked if he thought he was 
a hero, he shied away but grinned. ñIôm just doing what I 
can. If I can help someone eat for just one night instead of 
buying a six pack for myself, then Iôm all for it.ò  

 Cameron grew up in upstate South Carolina, but much 
of his music taste in hip-hop comes from more urban, unde-
veloped areas like Compton and Houston, hence his empa-
thy and desire to help people with less fortunate circum-
stances. Rap and hip-hop oftentimes portray realities of the 
world that black people live in ï gang violence, police bru-
tality, and systemic racial oppression ï topics your average 
twenty-one-year-old white kid would hardly be familiar with. 
Cameron admits that growing up an upper middle-class 
white kid can sometimes hinder your vision of the world.  

ñYouôre almost blind to injustices unless theyôre shoved in 
your face or you go actively looking for them. You have to 
doubt everythingé just because you thought something was 
true or the right way of doing something doesnôt mean it is. 
The world is way more complex than any of us ï including 
me, of course ï even knows. Itôs not black and white. Soé 
just help people, if you can.ò 

 To further pick Camôs mind, I asked him if this means 
that maybe he should be broadcasting his actions to others, 
so they could follow his lead. 

 ñI think itôs just something people have to learn on their 
own. Yeah, they can see me helping people or hear about it, 
but if theyôre just helping people to make themselves feel 
better, then theyôre doing it for the wrong reasons. I do this 
because I know that these people need help and that I can 
help them. Itôs as simple as that. Itôs like supply and de-
mand. I donôt do it for retweets or to get on the news; just 
to help someone and show them that thereôs at least one 
person left who doesnôt treat them like garbage.ò 

 So, whatôs next for this kind-hearted young philanthro-
pist? Can we hope to see him heading a non-profit organiza-
tion that eliminates world hunger in twenty years? Or organ-
izing food banquets for all the homeless in Charleston? 

 ñThose are good ideas,ò he said, stifling a humble blush. 
ñBut nah, Iôm not sure. If I could make a life out of helping 
people and getting others to help people, Iôd be all over 
that. Right now, though, I need to focus on paying my wa-
ter bill thatôs due in a week.ò  

 Half a sandwich in hand as we walked out of Brown Dog 
Deli, Cameron still looks like a normal dude. A totally un-
suspecting and selfless guy who feeds strangers out of his 
own pocket, and then goes home to a leftover sandwich and 
an unpaid utility bill. # 

         ...Maybe the line should be ñTreat others as they 
would like to be treatedéò 
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